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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " MUNTH(S) FROM 

Status 

1 ) 63 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Apr 1 1, 2002 
2a) □ This action is FINAL 2 b)K This action is non-final. 

3,D h^ 15 apP '? tion is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4)63 Claim (s) 1-13 




4a) Of the above, claim (s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



6) 53 Claim(s) 1-13 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



Application Papers 
9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)D The drawing(s) filed on 



. are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



. is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) LJ The proposed drawing correction filed on le , fl ,n t ^ 

y couun Tiieo on _ is: a)U approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner.| 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) ° n Tms NaT,onal bta 9e 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) U Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

D Notice of References Cited (PT0-892 ) n , 

4 > LJ Interview Summary (PT0-413) Paper No(s). 

2) [J Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0-948) ri (~1 kj * 

B ew ir i u 5) |_j Not(ce of (nfornia| Patent App , icat j on (pT0 . 1 52) 

3} U Information Disclosure Statements} (PT0-1449) Paper No(s). 6 ) □ Other 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 13 
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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

™r,-f^ e ? if t Cation Sha11 conclude with one or more claims 
litter Ihll P° lntln ?, ou V nd distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant 
regards as the invention. The term "intended for" (claims 14-26) 
is vague and indefinite, since it is not clear whether Applicant 
is attempting to positively recite using the purified water in 
its "intended" manner. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

this'oJ florin T S T tented ° r described in * Panted publication in 
™if foreign country or in public use or on sale in this countrv 

Sni r t e ed h s? a t;;. year ^ "° ^ ° f ^^ation for pa^nt^TS' 

Claims 1, 2, 6-8 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Mehkeri et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,512,491). See col. 3, lines 7-20; col. 6, 
lines 26-28; col. 7, lines 37-38; and col. 11, lines 9-12. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms 
the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office 
action: 

d^M^H 6 ^ n °K ^ obtained though the invention is not identically 

disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 

t£e tfm/S SUbjeCt matter 33 * Wh0le would have been oJXoS £ 

t^t £ „ t lnv ^ ntl ° n was mad e to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-5, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Mehkeri et al. The reference discloses 
the claimed invention with the exception of the surface density 
of Al-OH groups on the alumina (claims 3-5) and the particle size 
of this alumina (claims 9 and 10). However, the exact surface 
density of Al-OH groups on the alumina employed in Mehkeri et al. 
(see col. 3, line 11), and the exact particle size of this 
alumina are not seen to materially affect the overall results of 
the reference process, or to produce any new and unexpected 

result; and are therefore deemed to be obvious matters of choice, 

which are insufficient to patentably distinguish the claims. 

Applicant's arguments filed April 11, 2002 have been noted 

and carefully considered, but no longer appear to be relevant in 

view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Farrah (U.S. Patent No. 5,432,077) and Everhart et al. (U.S. 

Patent No. 5,855,788) disclose similar materials for removing 
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protozoa from water (see col. 5, lines 11-14 and col. 13, lines 
21-25 of Farrah; and col. 2, line 44; col. 6, line 18; col. 18, 
lines 50-51; and col. 26, lines 20-59 of Everhart et al) . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to I. Cintins 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-3840. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

The fax phone numbers for this art unit are: (703) 872-9311 
for "Official" faxes after Final Rejection; (703) 872-9310 for 
all other "Official" faxes; and (703) 872-9492 for "Draft" and 
other "Unofficial" faxes. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



Ivars C. Cintins 
Primary Examiner 
I. Cintins Art Unit 1724 

June 30, 2002 



